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The Great Nor’Easter, our region’s annual winter event, was generously hosted by Canobie Lake
Park. The event was attended by 69 ACE members and 16 non-members. We enjoyed goodie bags
from the park, games, presentations by park representatives (Canobie and Six Flags New England),
talks by members, and a delicious lunch. Rus Ozana was honored by receiving the ACE New
England Region Spirit Award. Finally, we were treated to a tour of the progress on the park’s new
coaster, Untamed! Here are some great photo memories of the event.
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Donna Piper (Asst. Regional Rep) leads the group
in a challenging trivia quest. Photo: Peg Batchelder

Regional rep changes - see page 6
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Quassy
Opening Day
April 23, 2011
Official first riders on Wooden Warrior!
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Wooden Warrior Day
May 7, 2011
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SFNE VIP/Media Day
April 14, 2011
Text and Photos: Rus Ozana
It was a bright and sunny April morning for the opening
of Gotham City Gauntlet Escape from Arkham Asylum,
the 10th roller coaster at Six Flags New England. Local
ACEers were invited along with the media and other
guests for the occasion. (They even posed for photos with
the local Super Heroes!)
Multiple rides were enjoyed by all, stopping only for a
delicious buffet lunch, cake and other yummy desserts,
provided by SFNE.

SFNE “Stride-a-Thon”
April 11, 2011
Text and photos: Joshua Martins

Last year I entered a contest on the Six Flags New England Website for Stride-a-Thon
and won. This year I decided to enter again and I made the contest two years running.
I took my friend Kyle as my guest. We arrived at Six Flags at around 10 AM and only
four other people had shown up, making six people to take this 6-hour journey. At
10:15 they walked us over to Cyclone and, lo and behold, the train had valleyed on the
first up hill because it was cold and the grease wasn’t soft enough. So they started us
on Pandemonium. We rode with the radio station people for eight cycles; then Cyclone
was ready for us. I was very excited to see how the Cyclone rode since they had
Rocky Mountain Coasters come in and do some Topper Track work. I have to say the
work that Rocky Mountain Coasters did was amazing. The transition from old track to
new track is flawless and it gives a much smoother and faster ride. I cannot stress this
enough: Cyclone is a must-ride coaster and I think those who did not enjoy it in the
past, will now.
This year we did not experience any angry park guests yelling at us. When they found
out why the last three rows were roped off, they cheered us on. We were Cyclone
Rock Stars for a day and got to talk with many cool people, lap after lap. At about
2:00 PM they gave us a 10-minute bathroom break, then back on the ride until 4:00
PM. Before the bathroom break, two people got off and were done. I do applaud them
and anybody else who has ever done this because it’s not as easy as you think it is.
During a normal ERT session you can get off and go to the bathroom or get a drink or
something to eat. Not during this contest - you get off, you’re out.
While you’re sitting on a coaster for 6 hours, you make the best of it with singing,
playing “I Spy,” and talking with park guests and others in the contest. Smelling food
and seeing water rides run does not help. The 4 of us that were left made it to the
finish, and we ended up with 80 laps. The prize for the event was a 2011 season pass,
but since everybody already had 2011 season passes, we were able to get 2012 Season
passes instead.
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Stride-a-Thon lives on. I have done this 2 years in a row, and I will be entering next
year again to make it a 3-peat. I’d like to thank SFNE, Melissa Pinkerton, and the rest
of the staff cheering us on during a chilly day.

Canobie media / VIP day
June 11, 2011
By Rus Ozana
Mother Nature apparently did not receive an invitation to
the opening of Untamed at Canobie Lake Park on June
11. In retaliation, she ordered up gray skies and heavy
rain, neither of which dampened the spirit of both media
and locally invited ACEers who enjoyed (very) wet rides
on the new Euro-fighter. Every rider came back to the
station with wide smiles (and dripping hair), and all were
treated to as many rides as they wanted.
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New Regional Rep for ACE New England
By Peg Batchelder
As of July 1, I have stepped down as the New England ACE Regional Rep and will be staying on as an Assistant Rep. This
decision was a difficult one to make, as I have enjoyed my years as the region's representative. However, increasing demands on
my time both at work and with my family have kept me from doing as good a job as I would like to do as Rep.
I’m honored to introduce our region's new Regional Rep, Rus Ozana. Rus joined ACE in 1993 and has been a very active member
in the club both within the region and on a national level. He has shared his good-natured enthusiasm at many an event.
Regionally, he has volunteered to help out in many ways, including assisting with registrations, shopping for door prizes and
organizing the New England Dispatch circulation team. On a national level, he recently ran for the position of Secretary, and he
now serves as editor of ACE News Now. Because of these activities and others, Rus was selected as the winner of this year's New
England Region Spirit Award. Rus is a great asset to the region and to ACE as a whole, and I’m certain you will find him to be an
excellent leader for the region.
I’ve enjoyed representing all of the New England ACE members and appreciate all the support you have given me over the years.
Please join me in welcoming and supporting Rus as your New England Regional Rep.
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ACE New England region online
In case you didn’t know, the New England Region has its very own website, www.ACENewEngland.org, and a facebook page as
well! At the region’s website you can find information about events, the latest regional news, photos, and even a Coaster Tracker
app. You can download regional event flyers, COLOR editions of the New England Dispatch, post messages or photos, and more!
Many thanks to our webmaster Pete Flaherty for developing and maintaining this site. On our facebook page, American Coaster
Enthusiasts New England Region, you’ll find more photos, event information and reports, and the latest discussions about anything
and everything concerning coasters. Pay a visit to both sites and see what you’ve been missing!

Need To Contact Us?

If you have an idea, suggestion, question, or news you want to share with us there are
several ways to contact your New England Regional Reps.
Rus Ozana
Regional Representative

157 Crosby Road
Dracut, MA 01826-1370

978-957-5860
rozana@aceonline.org

Peg Batchelder
Assistant Regional Rep

347 Redstone Drive
Cheshire, CT 06410

203-271-1281
pbatchelder@ACEonline.org

Dave Madore
Assistant Regional Rep

88 Brook St.
Sabattus, ME 042804715

207-782-2493
dmadore@ACEonline.org

Emery Picotte
Assistant Regional Rep

62 George Waterman Rd.
Johnston, RI 02919-2614

401-231-4560
epicotte@ACEonline.org

Donna Piper
Assistant Regional Rep

138 Marlboro Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772-1212

508-485-5304
dpiper@ACEonline.org

Jason Pytka
Assistant Regional Rep

333 Minerva Ave
Cumberland, RI 02864-7228

401-744-0062
jpytka@ACEonline.org

Mike Thompson
Assistant Regional Rep

305 Capitol Street, Apt. 10
Augusta, ME 04330

207-623-3677
mthompson@ACEonline.org

New Members
The New England Region of the
American Coaster Enthusiasts
would like to offer a warm and
sincere welcome to the newest
members in our region:
Arnold Brion, Enfield, CT;
Rachel L. Spencer, Castine, ME;
Joe A. Mello, Wilbraham, MA;
Keith R. Martins, Lincoln, RI;
Jozsef and Robert Lucza, Enfield,
CT; Leslie Kozloski, Worcester,
MA; Carol Porter, Attleboro, MA;
Nick Allen, New Britain, CT; and
Eric Hossfield, Medway, MA.
Hope to see you all “on the rails”
soon!

