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New England
Dispatch
ACE day at the lake
By Peg Batchelder

August 14 was as beautiful as a summer day can be – perfect for the ACE New England
region’s outing at Lake Compounce. Over 100 ACE members and their friends – some from
as far away as California – gathered to enjoy “ACE Day at the Lake.” Although Boulder
Dash wasn’t running immediately upon park opening, attendees found plenty of other things
to do in the park, such as riding the other two coasters, taking a train ride around the lake,
decimating the spook population at Ghost Hunt, and enjoying the other rides and games.
Some opted to start off their day with lunch at the Croc Pot. Shortly after opening Boulder
Dash was ready for riders as well.
Later in the evening, all gathered at the picnic pavilion for a scrumptious all-you-can-eat
dinner, which included a baked potato bar, make-your-own tacos, Italian sausage, BBQ ribs,
and clam chowder, in addition to more traditional summer picnic fare. A coaster-themed
BINGO-style game earned some lucky winners first choice from the door prize table. Lake
Compounce General Manager Gerry Brick stopped by to welcome the group, and donated a
few more door prizes. He was presented with a plaque thanking the park for its hospitality,
and commemorating Boulder Dash’s 10th anniversary.
The highlight of the event was the special nighttime ERT on Boulder Dash starting at park
closing. The ride was running great, as fast as it’s ever been! Flying through the woods, past
rock faces, around the far turn, and back along the lake really earned the “Dash” its name.
The enthusiastic ride operator treated us to double rides throughout ERT, and if you picked
the right seat you could stay on for several circuits in a row.
Many thanks are due to the park for hosting our event, especially Mark Costantiello from
Group Sales and Gerry Brick, who provided us with all the “extras.” Thanks are also due to
the team of volunteers who helped everything go smoothly – Jan, Ann, Paul, Rus, Joshua,
Devin, and Assistant Regional Reps Jason, Mike, Donna, Dave, and May.
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Photo on left: On June 13,
seven ACEers participated in
Six Flags New England’s “A
Walk in the Park.” They raised
over $900 to fight kids’ cancer.
From l to r: Bob and Cheri
Armstrong, Bugs Bunny, Peg
Batchelder, Deb Vanderpoel,
Joshua Martins, May Coryell
& Mr. Six. Not pictured: AJ
Lewis.
Photo on right: New England
ACEer Paul Coulombe did it
again! Paul won both first &
second places at the ACE
Convention video contest in
June. Congratulations! (Clown
nose courtesy of Idlewild Park)
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ACE day at Canobie
By Mike Thompson
For those of you who did not attend the ACE regional Canobie event on July 17, you missed a good day at the park. The 33
attendees all showed up on time, which was nice from a registration standpoint. Once we got into the park with our tickets
and wristbands, we filled Canobie Corkscrew's train and went around for a couple of laps before heading to the Mine of
Lost Souls Dark Ride for more ERT. The employees made sure none of the general public got into the lines of those two
rides during our ERT, which was appreciated. All of the ride ops I encountered were very friendly.
Most of us headed to Yankee Cannonball and got a ride on that and at least one other ride before lunch at noon. Cannonball
was quite rambunctious and fun. The park provided delicious barbecue chicken and hamburgers in the picnic grove. Before
you groan about the burgers, these hamburgers were better than most. Salad, beans, potato salad and all-you-could-eat ice
cream were also on the menu. About half of the attendees won door prizes. Dave Madore and I presented Chris Nicoli,
Marketing/Entertainment Manager and Tim Pearse, Operations Manager, with a certificate of appreciation.
Several of us saw the 2 o'clock Michael Jackson impersonator show in the big ballroom. He and the backup dancers were
terrific. Much better than I expected. Two thumbs up. This guy had MJ's moves down pat.
I left at 4:45 after having a fulfilling day at Canobie. Wish you all could have been there.
Thanks to Dave Madore for organizing the event. We hope to have more events at the park and especially one for Yankee
Cannonball, which will turn 75 next year.
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Chris Nicoli,(Marketing/Entertainment Manager),
Tim Pearse (Operations Manager) and Assistant
Regional Rep Dave Madore
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new Wacky Mouse at York's Wild Kingdom &
Amusement Park
By Donna Piper
On July 3, ten New England region ACEers traveled to York's Wild Kingdom and Amusement Park in York, Maine, to ride
the brand new Wacky Mouse. The nine members from Massachusetts and one Maine home boy really enjoyed their rides on
the new Wacky Worm-style kiddie coaster! The park offers visitors the option to buy tokens for individual rides, a ride only
wristband or a combo pass to visit the animal park as well as enjoy the rides. Two laps on Wacky Mouse is just $2 with
tokens – an incredible deal considering parking and general admission are free. The group enjoyed the opportunity to select
which option best suited each individual's plans. The park also lets its visitors bring in their own picnics, which is another
cost-saving option that some of our group took advantage of during our visit.
The rest of the park has some interesting things for park lovers to experience in addition to New England's newest roller
coaster. There are four walk-through attractions, including a very dark Haunted House, two funhouses and a mirror maze.
The Haunted House is so dark that at least one ACEer screamed and needed assistance finding her way through the
attraction. There are bumper cars, a Round-Up, a Scrambler, a slide, a small but fun merry go round and a lovely Eli Ferris
wheel, which provides a fantastic view of the Atlantic Ocean. The $10 rides only wristband price was a great value. The
midway games are old fashioned and remind one of midways of long ago.
Our group stayed at York for several hours and then some drove to Saco to take advantage of Funtown/Spashtown USA’s
after 3 p.m. discount. Watching Funtown’s wonderful 4th of July fireworks from Excalibur's station deck was a wonderful
way to end the day. Prior to visiting Funtown, three intrepid enthusiasts made a stop at Palace Playland in Old Orchard
Beach to ride the two coasters there, so they could say that they had ridden all of the coasters in Maine in one day! Some of
our party decided to linger in the York area to have
Photo: Cheri Armstrong
a traditional lobster dinner and enjoy the beach
atmosphere. The wonderful aspect of traveling up
to ride the new coaster in Maine is that you can
tailor your visit to as long or short as you desire.
It’s an affordable family daycation that makes it a
perfect summer stop for any New England ACE
member to experience this summer.
So New England ACE Region One members, what
are you waiting for? Travel on up to York's Wild
Kingdom and Amusement Park and have
yourselves a ball! We did, and I'm sure that you
will, too!
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The Birth of
the New
Coaster at
Quassy
Peg Batchelder has been visiting the park on a
regular basis to follow the progress on the
new coaster. These views were taken on
August 8 (left), August 20 (center), and
September 4 (right), 2010.
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ACE Farewell to the
Mad Mouse
11:00 am - Saturday, September 25
A special event for ACE members ONLY!
Rain Date – Sunday, September 26
The American Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE) will have the opportunity to say “farewell” to the classic
Allan Herschell “Mad Mouse” (also known as the “Monster Mouse”) roller coaster at Quassy
Amusement Park on Saturday, Sept. 25.
Quassy will open the ride at 11 a.m. exclusively for ACE members, providing free rides as the “Mad
Mouse” will close out 27 years of service at the lakeside park.
In addition, the “Mad Mouse” sign on the entrance to the ride will be auctioned off to the highest
bidder at 1 p.m., Sept. 25 (rain date of Sept. 26). Proceeds from the auction will benefit Give Kids
The World in Kissimmee, Fla. The sign may be claimed Oct. 1.
“Last Dash” commemorative T-shirts are already on sale at the park, and are in limited supply.
Parking at Quassy is $5.
Directions
From I-84 heading West:
(From Hartford, Bristol, Cheshire, Waterbury) I-84 West to exit 17. Go straight off the exit onto Rt. 64. Continue on Rt. 64
for approximately four miles and the park will be on the right.
From I-84 heading East:
(From Westchester, Danbury, Newtown) I-84 East to exit 16 take a right off the exit and follow Rt. 188 to the Rt. 188 / Rt.
64 intersection (approximately two miles). Take a Left turn onto Rt. 64 and continue for approximately one mile and the
park will be on the right.

regional rep contact info
If you have an idea, suggestion, question, or news you want to share with us, there are
several ways to contact your New England Regional Reps.
Peg Batchelder
Regional Representative

347 Redstone Drive
Cheshire, CT 06410

203-271-1281
pbatchelder@ACEonline.org

Jason Pytka
Assistant Regional Rep

333 Minerva Ave
Cumberland, RI 02864-7228

401-728-3886 (phone & fax)
jpytka@ACEonline.org

Emery Picotte
Assistant Regional Rep

62 George Waterman Rd.
Johnston, RI 02919-2614

401-231-4560
epicotte@ACEonline.org

Mike Thompson
Assistant Regional Rep

305 Capitol Street, Apt. 10
Augusta, ME 04330

207-623-3677
mthompson@ACEonline.org

Donna Piper
Assistant Regional Rep

138 Marlboro Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772-1212

508-485-5304
dpiper@ACEonline.org

May Coryell
Assistant Regional Rep

347 Redstone Drive
Cheshire, CT 06410

203-271-1281
mcoryell@ACEonline.org

Dave Madore
Assistant Regional Rep

88 Brook St.
Sabattus, ME 042804715

207-782-2493
dmadore@ACEonline.org
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New Members
The New England Region of the
American Coaster Enthusiasts
would like to offer a warm and
sincere welcome to the newest
members in our region:
Jody C. Shellene, Winterport, ME;
David, Melanie, Taylor, Jordan,
and Camryn Larson, Attleboro,
MA; Eric Pierce, II, Bristol, CT;
Robyn G. Morris, Cambridge,
MA; Jake Cuppels, Sandwich,
MA; Felicia Seymour, Easthampton, MA; Harrison Carmichael,
Roslindale, MA; Stephen Keavy,
Westport, MA; John Francis
Donner, Norwich, CT; and Niko
Tracksdorf, Storrs, CT
See you on the rails!

