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by Bruce Turner
My earliest memories of Whalom Park were driving by it when I was a child. We used to visit
relatives up in that area of Massachusetts, and we would end up driving by it on the way home. I
never knew that such a collection of classic rides existed in New England.
In a 1994 conversation about the Mangles Whip with a co-worker of my wife’s, I discovered that
one existed at Whalom Park. I have had great love for that ride since the tender age of 10. In
recent years a good number of parks have removed the Whip from their stable of rides, but not
Whalom. Well my wife’s co-worker gave me directions to get to the park, and I was off on my
quest. On my arrival to the park, a sign greeted me stating that the Whip was closed. On further
investigation I found that they were waiting for a part to be made. As I have learned over the
years, manufacturers go out of business, and a scarcity of parts ensues, hence custom made parts.
Upon my next visit to the park, the part had come in, and the Whip was functional. I boarded the
ride, and was flooded with memories from my childhood, and the great rides that I had riding
other Whips. From that point on, I was a Whalom Park regular. I enjoyed all the classic rides that
they had, and even ventured to ride the Flyers. The Black Hole Flyer Comet might not have been
the highest, longest, or fastest, but it was fun. If memory serves me correctly, the tunnel had a
double dip in it. The coaster had stood the test of time, and was running well to the end of its last
season. Watching the videos of the coaster being demolished [October 17, 2006] brought a tear to
my eye, but this old coaster fought them to the very end.
As time has gone on, and I have attended more ACE events, I discovered I wasn’t the only one
that had a love for this park; there was quite a group of us. Seeing a familiar face at Whalom
wasn’t that unusual. This was a park that you could just drop by and catch a few rides on the
coasters and other rides without massive lines. I think the longest wait that I ever had on the Black
Hole Flyer Comet was 4 cycles. One of the last rides that I took on the Black Hole Flyer Comet
was with my ACE friends. I had an idea that the 2000 season could be the last season - it was
some of the rumors that you would hear when visiting the park. On my last visit I packed a
camera, and it was a good thing that I did; the park never reopened.
I was extremely pleased to find out that the Bowen family wasn’t going to let the park go out of
existence without a fight. Allyson Bowen spearheaded the grassroots effort to save the park. I
bought a Whale which was one way that the general public could get involved in helping save the
park. I volunteered to help the Save Whalom
Park Group, and manned one of the
informational tables on a Saturday. It made me
very happy that I was able to help out; with the
joy that this park had brought me, it was the
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least I could do. I feel that the Bowens made a
Herculean effort trying to save this park, but I
think they ran into a better financed opposition
that had deep pockets. The developers finally
got their wishes, but they didn’t get the park
right away. It took six years.
I would have to say that I honestly had a
“whale of a good time at Whalom Park.”
Those are the wonderful memories of Whalom
Park that I have.
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Left: Allyson Bowen speaking about
Whalom Park at Nor’Easter in 2002.
Photo by May Coryell
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My Last Visit to Whalom Park
by Donald Thiederman
If you have been to Whalom Park, these sad pictures I took last February 2006 should speak for themselves. My wife
Terry and I took the ride out there to see what was left of the park. The day was quite cold, but the sun was out. Walking
on the outside, we were able to get some nice pictures. As we were walking on the back side next to the lake, I noticed
two men in a pickup truck drive up the back entrance. I walked up to them and asked if they knew what was going on and
when the construction of the condos was to begin. He said it the project, 260 condos, was going to begin in a month or
two. I told him I was a proud member of the biggest and best roller coaster club in the country. I gave him my card and
shook his hand. Upon seeing the ACE logo on my card, he said he knew of us and asked if we wanted to come in and take
a few pictures. I felt like I had struck gold. I also asked him what was going on with the Tumble Bug. After giving me
directions, I found it. Someone had bought it, but a back hoe ran over the two cars, destroying them. I don’t know if they
are still there now or not. If I had the chance, I would buy the head, feet, and tail. The whip cars were a short distance
away in the same field. We continued our walk, noticing the foot print left by many of the rides that were gone now. The
last picture I took was of Terry on the promenade. We stayed just a short time and left the same way we entered. Let me
say, I believe my wife Terry may have been the last ACE member to leave Whalom Park; I walked out first. Driving
away, I couldn’t put into words the sad feeling I had knowing it was gone.

Left: the Tumble Bug in better days. Photo by Peg Batchelder

Unless otherwise noted, all photos
by Donald Thiederman.
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ACE superhero celebration
by Peg Batchelder
October 14, 2006 - a brilliant (though chilly) New England fall day, and the
perfect day to spend riding roller coasters at Six Flags New England! Nearly
100 ACE members and their guests attended, starting out with an hour of
ERT on Batman and Mind Eraser. Then we headed out to enjoy the rest of
the park.
Mid-afternoon we gathered in the grove for a meet-and-greet with park
personnel (and free soda!) Melissa Pinkerton, Public Relations Manager and
event organizer, introduced SFNE’s new General Manager, Larry Litton.
Also on hand for Q&A were Jeff Boucher, Pete Carmichael, Heather Clark,
Joanne Fennel, Ashley Haller, and Darlene Reese-Sittig. Some of the topics
discussed were the park’s plan to improve access points and traffic patterns,
confirmation that the Spider ride is being removed, a promise that the reengineered Catapult would be operating next season, and Six Flags’ plans for
selling some of its parks, including Magic Mountain. Some members asked
about the possibility of having single rider lines for the more popular rides this suggestion will be considered for new rides. The park personnel really
do listen to our feedback, both as ACE members and as park guests –
Melissa kept her pen and notebook busy throughout!
The park brought out the Superman 2006
“Best Steel Coaster” Golden Ticket for all
of us to see. Then it was time for some
“super” quality door prizes. The lucky
recipients received such items as lift chain
links, train parts, and signs from the
Thunderbolt and the Cyclone!
The rest of the afternoon was free park time
before our gathering for night ERT on
Superman. A few of us dared to watch (but
not to participate in) SFNE’s infamous
cockroach-eating contest! As the park
closed, we prepared for the evening cold,
bundling up with a diverse assortment of
winter wear. It was hard to leave at the end
of ERT. Thanks to Melissa and the rest of
the park staff who made this event possible!
See you next season!
Photo: Cheri Armstrong
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SFNE 10/14/06
All photos on this
page: May Coryell
and Peg Batchelder

5

ACE Superhero Celebration at Six Flags New England – October 14, 2006

Boo-lder Dash Bash at Lake Compounce – October 28, 2006
6

Boo-lder Dash Bash
Article by Peg Batchelder
Photos by Judy Marcin
It was raining in the morning. It was raining at noon. It was raining at 2 pm, with no promise of stopping. But the true believers
(and diehard optimists) ignored the dire signs and made the trek to Lake Compounce in hopes that Boo-lder Dash Bash would go
on. As the members of this hardy crew trickled in, we waited and counted until we reached the 15-person minimum for the
group ticket rate. We made a grand total of seventeen! As we huddled in the tunnel waiting to enter the park, the rain slowed and
stopped, and we even saw patches of blue sky, just in time for our 4 PM ERT on Boulder Dash! Miraculously, the rain stayed
away for the remainder of the night, allowing us to thoroughly enjoy our evening at the park. Kudos to Park General Manager
Jerry Brick, who allowed us our scheduled ERT even with such a small turnout. (Can you say “no waiting”?)
After ERT, most of us hustled over to the Haunted Graveyard, which was bigger, better, and scarier than ever. Then we enjoyed
the rest of the park, including the carousel, train, and games (not to mention warming up with some hot clam chowder at the
Croc Pot). The park had a new themed walk-through venue in the Ballroom, the “Clown Encounter,” which was quite eyepopping with 3-D glasses. All in all, the evening exceeded our expectations, and we all left with a Boulder Dash fix that will
have to last us ‘til spring.
Many thanks to the registration volunteers, and to Jerry and all the ride ops and other park personnel who put in extra time for
our benefit.

What is Lake Compounce putting in for 2007?
Come to Nor’Easter on March 3 and find out!!

Photo by Peg Batchelder 12/7/06
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Renewals
Have you received a New England Regional email update
lately? If not, you may not be on our regional email list.
Email is a very useful way for your reps to contact you with
breaking news and special events - in some cases email is the
ONLY way to contact you due to time constraints. Don’t
miss out - sign up for email notifications today! Send your
name and email address to your regional rep, Peg Batchelder,
at pbatchelder@ACEonline.org.
If you change your email address, please let Peg know ASAP
(please include your name and/or both old and new
addresses). Any email address that bounces back 3 times for
any reason will be removed from the list without notice.

Don’t let your ACE membership run out if it's time for you to
renew. If you got your renewal notice in the mail and didn’t
send it back with appropriate payment of dues, you'll miss out
on The New England Dispatch and other ACE publications, as
well as all the cool benefits and fun stuff that comes with being
an ACE member. If it's time for you to renew your
membership, we hope you'll be sure to do so. If you lost your
renewal notice, fear not - online renewal and downloadable
membership renewal forms are available on the web through
ACEonline.org. If you cannot access a form in this manner, let
any one of your regional reps know and we can send you one
by email attachment or by snail mail.

Finally, just a note: emails from Peg may originate from one
of several email accounts. You are welcome to reply to any
of these accounts, but for the most efficient service, please
change the reply address to pbatchelder@ACEonline.org this will forward to me both at work and at home, so I can
get your message as soon as possible.
Thanks for your assistance!

New Members

Peg Batchelder

New England region
website
In case you didn’t know, the New England Region has its
very own website! Pay a visit, and download regional
event flyers, COLOR editions of the New England
Dispatch, post messages or photos, and more! Visit
www.ACENewEngland.org and see what you’ve been
missing!

The New England Region of the American Coaster Enthusiasts
would like to offer a warm and sincere welcome to the newest
members in our region:
Irene Manetta, North Billerica, MA; Larry Murphy,
Watertown, MA; Andrew Slattery, Canton, MA; William
Pacheco, Framingham, MA; Howard, Eileen, and Haylee
Herman-Haase, Medford, MA; Jeffrey and Steven Rozak,
Shrewsbury, MA; and Mark D'Aleo, Provincetown, MA.
See you on the rails!

Need To Contact Us?
If you have an idea, suggestion, question, or news you want to share with us there are several ways to
contact your New England Regional Reps.
Peg Batchelder
Regional Representative

347 Redstone Drive
Cheshire, CT 06410

203-271-1281
pbatchelder@ACEonline.org

Jason Pytka
Assistant Regional Rep

333 Minerva Ave
Cumberland, RI 02864-7228

401-728-3886 (phone & fax)
jpytka@ACEonline.org

Emery Picotte
Assistant Regional Rep

62 George Waterman Rd.
Johnston, RI 02919-2614

401-231-4560
epicotte@ACEonline.org

Mike Thompson
Assistant Regional Rep

305 Capitol Street, Apt. 10
Augusta, ME 04330

207-623-3677
mthompson@ACEonline.org

Donna Piper
Assistant Regional Rep

138 Marlboro Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772-1212

508-485-5304
dpiper@ACEonline.org
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